Avalanche Forecast for Sunday, April 7, 2019
The Bottom Line
Warming will drive today’s wet avalanche problems. Weather forecasts indicate cloudy skies and fog that should
limit the amount of warmth we see today to being much like yesterday. Wet loose sluffs can a pose a threat by
carrying skiers or riders over a cliff or into trees. Watch for signs of unstable snow such as roller balls and sloppy,
wet snow. A few locations, such as the Tuckerman Headwall, have the snow structure that could produce a wet
slab. These are isolated in location, contained to places that saw wind slab development early this past week, and
should be limited to later in the day when temperatures have enough time to penetrate into the snow. LOW
avalanche danger today does not mean no avalanche danger. With springtime temperature fluctuations now in
effect, watch for icy surfaces in the morning and late in the day that necessitate the use of crampons and an ice axe
for safe travel.
Mountain Weather
Two and a half inches of snow arrived on westerly wind Friday night. Saturday saw temperatures go above freezing
at elevations approximately 4500’ and below. Pea soup fog limited warming to being driven by temperatures rather
than solar gain. Today’s temperatures will be similar to yesterday, if not a hair warmer. Cloudy skies are forecast
along with summit fog again, though we may get breaks of sunshine in the afternoon. Wind will stay from the west
and decrease from the current 50mph to around 30mph through the day. An approaching low pressure system will
arrive tonight, spreading precipitation into the region. Temperatures will hover around the freezing mark, producing
4-8” of snow and sleet overnight and through the day tomorrow.
Primary Avalanche Problem

Wet Loose
Aspect/Elevation
Likelihood
Size
The likelihood of wet avalanches will increase as the day progresses and weather factors warm the surface of our
snowpack. Wet, mushy snow that becomes unsupportable and visible roller balls are indicators that the snowpack is
weakening to the point of producing wet avalanches. These wet loose sluffs will be small in size but can carry a
skier or rider over a cliff if not managed appropriately. Warming today should be limited to temperature increase
rather than sunshine if the forecast pans out. If the sun is able to appear, watch for wet avalanches on all southerly
aspects.
Secondary Avalanche Problem
Some aspects in our mid-elevations have a layer of dry snow sandwiched between two melt/freeze layers. As the
surface layer warms today, this could act as a wet slab. Watch for signs of warming including the development of
wet loose sluffs that will indicate enough warming is happening to completely wet the surface melt/freeze layer.
Snowpack and Avalanche Discussion
Snow that arrived Friday night formed wind slabs in the lee of wind from the WSW and W. Warm temperatures on
Saturday penetrated around 8” into this snow at mid-elevations. These warmed and refrozen slabs sit on a mix of
melt/freeze crust and unreactive older wind slab. As temperatures today mimic yesterday, expect the potential for
wet avalanches to increase as the day progresses and the snow warms. Locations that have dry snow between
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melt/freeze crusts will be more prone to see wet snow act as a slab today, though this should take time to develop, if
at all, due to slow rate of warming today.
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