
Avalanche Advisory for Saturday, January 17, 2015 
Expires tonight at 12:00 midnight 

 

Tuckerman Ravine has Moderate and Low avalanche danger. The Sluice, Lip, Center Bowl, and Chute have Moderate 

avalanche danger. Natural avalanches are unlikely and human-triggered avalanches are possible. All other forecast areas have 

Low avalanche danger. Natural and human-triggered avalanches are unlikely, although unstable snow in isolated terrain features 

may exist. 

 

Huntington Ravine has Low avalanche danger. All forecast areas have Low avalanche danger. Natural and human-triggered 

avalanches are unlikely, although unstable snow in isolated terrain features may exist. 

 

AVALANCHE PROBLEM: Persistent Slabs and Wind Slabs are jockeying for position as the greatest threat depending on 

your location. Huntington was mostly scoured by high winds yesterday leaving pockets of wind slab on approaches through the 

Fan with a smattering Persistent Slabs elsewhere. Central Gully is well worth making a careful assessment for a weak layer of 

facets beneath harder, old slabs. Tuckerman Ravine received more snow and less scouring yesterday, with softer wind slabs a 

potential problem in the entrance of Right, the Sluice bowl, the Lip area where the trail traverses, across the Bowl and lower 

Chute. Persistent Slabs in these locations are still a threat, particularly in areas which picked up an additional load of wind slab. 

Left Gully is mostly scoured, particularly at the top above the choke point. Hillmans is still lacking snow, though the upper third 

has the most wind loaded area and, like any other Low rated area, should be assessed carefully. Lobster Claw, Lower 

Snowfields and the Little Headwall have very little snow. 

 

WEATHER: Good visibility and pinkish-orange alpenglow is the reward for suffering through the well below zero F 

temperatures this morning which were -11F (-24C) at 7am and -24F (-31C) at 5am. Clouds will return to the summits this 

afternoon with temperatures rebounding to 5F (-15C) on the summit, a bit warmer below treeline. Wind speeds in the 60 mph 

(85 kph) range with gusts to near 80 mph (120 mph) this morning will diminish a bit this afternoon but will remain challenging 

for folks above treeline. Winds may then increase again later this evening. 

 

SNOWPACK: Intense snow squalls yesterday morning dropped about an inch and a half (3.8cm) of new snow over the course 

of a few hours. High winds yesterday scoured most this new snow out of Huntington Ravine and unloaded or hammered down 

the existing wind slabs. The past ten days, small amounts of accumulated snow from snow shower activity was slow to stabilize. 

Favorable conditions for the development of weak faceted snow beneath the Jan 4th ice crust resulted in older wind slabs 

become a persistent slab problem. Widely variable slab thicknesses and the stubborn and strong nature of these slabs combined 

with a lack of human-triggers in much of the terrain has allowed us to avoid avalanche activity so far this week but has done 

little to ease our minds about this weak layer. Avalanche conditions such as these don't shout danger but definitely remain a 

threat, particularly to the unwary.  Tuckerman, being slightly lower and more leeward than Huntington, gained more wind slabs 

yesterday than it lost. This new loading adds to the stress and strain on existing persistent slabs as well as increasing the 

potential consequence if a slab is triggered. The stronger lee position of the Moderate rated areas of Tuckerman is conducive to 

making these slabs more touchy and prone to human triggering so be wary of people above you and assess your exposure to 

these slabs. 

 

Please Remember: 
 Safe travel in avalanche terrain requires training and experience. This advisory is just one tool to help you 

make your own decisions in avalanche terrain. You control your own risk by choosing where, when, and 

how you travel. 

 Anticipate a changing avalanche danger when actual weather differs from the higher summits forecast.  

 For more information contact the Forest Service Snow Rangers, the AMC at the Pinkham Notch Visitor 

Center, or the caretakers at Hermit Lake Shelters or the Harvard Cabin.  

 Posted 8:30 a.m. Saturday, January 17, 2015. A new advisory will be issued tomorrow. 

 

Frank Carus, Snow Ranger 
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White Mountain National Forest 


